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Planning Department 

Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council 

The Campus 

Welwyn Garden City 

AL8 6AE 

Via Email: planning@welhat.gov.uk 

 

Re: Appeal (Estate Management Scheme Refusal of Estate Management Consent) – Proposed removal of 

chimney stack, 1 Middlefield, Welwyn Garden City, AL7 4DQ 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

I am writing to appeal against the following decision: 

Application No: 6/2018/2537/EM 

Date of Refusal: 9 November 2018 

Development: Removal of chimney stack 

At Location: 1 Middlefield Welwyn Garden City AL7 4DQ 

Applicant: Mr A Clark 

Application Date: 3 October 2018 

The reason given for the refusal was that the removal of the chimney stack is “considered to be inappropriate 

and out of keeping with the style of the host dwelling and Middlefield and Boundary Lane.” 

Grounds for appeal 

1. It is acknowledged that chimneys are a feature of both Middlefield and Boundary Lane. 

2. Nos. 1 and 2 Middlefield are distinct in design terms from other properties on Middlefield, being 

detached, and with chimneys that are barely visible from the street (being situated on the rear roof 

slope). Other properties on the street are terraced and have prominent chimneys on the ridge line of 

the roof. In the context of Middlefield, it appears that Nos. 1 and 2 have already had their chimneys 

removed. 

3. The nearby buildings on Boundary Lane are quite different in design terms to the houses on 

Middlefield, being of red brick, semi-detached and with chimneys on or close to the ridge line. No. 1 

Middlefield is set back over 7 metres from the building line of properties on Boundary Lane. The result 

is that No. 1 Middlefield has a diminished relationship with the houses on Boundary Lane. 

4. Although the existing chimney of No. 1 Middlefield is visible from some points along Boundary Lane 

it does not contribute to the street scene as it is set so far back from the building line. Also, its view is 

partially obscured by trees that are unlikely to be removed due to their amenity value. (The attached 

photos actually make the chimney look more prominent than it is, in reality, to passesrby.) 

Conclusion 

Although chimneys are a recognized feature of the street scene in Middlefield and Boundary Lane, the 

removal of the chimney to No. 1 Middlefield would neither affect the street scene nor create a precedent 



Middlefield Elevation from opposite side of road 
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Boundary Lane Elevations (3 images, left to right) 

(Images copyright Google 2018) 

justifying the removal of other chimneys in the vicinity. On this basis our appeal is presented to you for your 

consideration. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Simon Hamilton 

(Agent, on behalf of the applicant, Mr A. Clark) 

HAMILTON design + surveying 

e. simon@hamiltonds.co.uk 

m. 07850 888172 
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